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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 


Faculty of Medicine 


Toronto, wApr) Velo tno le. 


The Committee of the Paculty of Medicine of the University of 
Toronto that is now before you, desires to present to the Government 
the reasons which led the Faculty to take the action which has been 
adversely commented upon in the Legislature. 

The ke@ical license ana degree granting bodies of Great Britain 
and Canada early felt the necessity under which they were placed by 
the new conditions imposed by the war, of modifying the regulations, 
and in September, 1914, the General Kedical Council of Great Britain 
issued the following pronouncement to all the licensing bodies of 
Great Britain and Ireland:~(see British Neéical Journal September 
25th, 1914) 

p21 Ulas the statutory duty of the General Medical Council to 

secure the maintenance of such & Standard of proficiency as 
Shall sufficiently guarantee the possession by candidates of 
the knowledge and skill requisite for the efficiert practice 
of their profession. Cases may arise in Which, during the 
present national emergency, the bodies deem it expedient to 
modify or suspend the application of their regulations to 
particular candidates; but the Council expects that 811 such 
cases shall be duly recorded and reported to the Council in 


The Council feels sure that in dealing with applications 
for modification Or Suspension of their regulations, the 


to the Status and privileges of registered practitioners: ang 
Will accordingly agree with the Council that it is desirable 
to secure in every instance, that the requirements of the 
minimum curriculum ere substantially fulfidiedy" 


The University of Toronto, ardent for the welfare of the army and 


perhaps less punctilious than this body as to their Obligetions to 


(2) 
the general public at homes, went even further, and granted their full 
year to those students of Medicine of the Fourth Yer who enlisted for 
Oversoas Service, although thease students had not fulfilled the regquire- 
ments of the currictilum of the University. All these students went 
overseas, ag combatants, or as privates in medics] units. In addition, 
the University granted the degree in Medicine to all stucents of the 
Fifth Year who enlisted for Overseas Service, although they too had not - 
fulfilled the requirements. 

AS the war went on, the General Nedical Reoncee: of Great Britain 
recognized that the numbers and the efficiency of qualified medical 
men was seriously threatened, which opinion was shared by the Director 
of Medical Services. The War Office, therefore, ordered all medical 
students of the two final years, whether seetias in combatant or 
medical capacity, to return and complete their full courses. When 
the hilitary Service Act 1916 (The Derby Act) was passed, by an order 
dated February 20th, 1916, students of the Fourth and Pifth Years 
were specifically exempted from service under the act, provided they 
were in attendance upon their medical studies.(See British Medical 
Journal, February 26th, 1916), 

In Canada, the Universities of Toronto and lhicGill mede like re- 
presentations to the kilitia Department. The Militia Department thoers- 
upon ordered all students of the Fourth and Fifth Years in Medicine to 
return and complete their studiss. Out of twenty-three Pifth Year 
Students of Medicine of this University, serving with thse colours Berry 
seventeen returned and ere pursuing their studies. The only men whe 
have not returned uncer this order are two in the combatant ranks and 


four attached to No. 4 Canacian General Hospital, now at Salonicea and 


(3) 
these four men are the subject of the proposed legislation. 

The Coungil of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of 
Toronto, believed that it was to the best interests of the students 
themselves, of the overseas forces and of the general public, to 
fihom the life service of these students must be given, that they 
Should obey this order. 

They believed that while the instruction which these stucents 
might obtain from members of the Faculty in No. 4 Canadian General 
Hospital would be valuable, it could not, from the very nature of 
things, adequately replace the instruction they obtain in Toronto. 
They thought that the professors in Salonica would be so occupied 
with their military duties, ns to leave insufficient time to give 
systematic instruction. Such instruction, when given, must necessar- 
ily be based upon material presented under war conditions which demand 
that patients shall not be retained for observation or instruction, 
but shall as quickly as possible be returned to the firing line or 
invalided home. The opinion of the English Medical authorities of the 
value of such instruction is evidenced by the order already quoted, 
that such medical students must return to their Universities. 

We would glso point out to the members of the Government, that 
these students jn Salonica do not occupy medical posts. 

The Germans too have met with the same problem, Prof. Hochenege 
of the University of Vienna; publicly announceé in the autumn of 1915 
(see British Medical Journal, January 15th, 1916) that "the thought of 
using wounded soldiers as object lessons for his students was repuenant 
to him; for many soldiers the demonstration and discussion of their 


wounds would be most distressing. Indeed, the pain of those wounds 


ana the risk of iniec 
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ion would in most cases contra-indicate their 
handling by students. Acain, the delicate, complicated operations 
referred to his hospital, including suture of blood vessels and nerves, 
extractions of deep-seated projectiles, plastic operations, etc., were 
unsuited for onerative demonstrations. Uerely to look on at such opera- 
tions afforded little instruction. The corditions for satisfactory 
clinical instruction were, therefore, wanting for pupil as well as 
teacher. It has been urged that the war would :reatly re@uce the number 
of doctors, ard that the gap thus formed vould have to be filled. But 
neither the State, nor the individual ratient would be well served by 
ill-trained makeshifts. He vas loath to court medical service in the 
field as a substitute for training at home; to shorten the mefical 
curriculum, already refuced to a minimum, in this way, would in his 
Opinion, be impossible." 

In Ontario, the license to practice medicine specifically states 
that its holder is qualified to practice Obstetrics. [It is Saree 
evident that if a student remains in a hospital devotec solely to 
military purposes, he can have no practical knowledge of this most 
important subject; a branch of the profession which touches very 
home in the Frovince. The franting to these students of their Dinloma 
and License, in the manner suggested, however kindly intended, en- 
dangers the future of the recivients, inasmuch as it will debar them 
from registration in other narts of this Dominion, in creat Pritain 
and Ireland ard all British possessions, because they have not ful- 
filled the recuirements demanded by the various licersing bodies. 


Should one of these at any time seek repistration in ary of the 


United States of america,he will be debarred for the same reason, 


ey ae 
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“e@ have some rerdonable vride in the fact thet our Umiversity 
Medical School has been ranked in the Carnegie Report, as being among 
the first six mefical schools of america, and deplore any action, such 
as that proposed, which vould soon be widely known and prove detrimental 
to the status in other countries of thie University avd its graduates. 
Indeed, information is already in our possession to the effect that 
American State Boards have taken notice of the action of the University 
in abbreviating the medical course, referred to above, sand that they 
ane. now considering a regulation debarring such students from going up 
for licenses until a further year of study be taken. 

The students of the Fourth ard Fifth Years who have returned in 
obedience to the orders of the War Office, are already urging that 
unfair discrimination is being shown against them by the proposed 
legislation and complain that they have been made a laughing stock 
in the eyes of the public. Our difficulties are further increased by 
the fact that there are other students of this University in the sane 
or lower years in the overseas combatant services, viz:- 14 Fourth 
Year students and 17 Third Year. 

The Faculty of Medicine of the University of Toronto can never be 
unmindful of the fact that as ea State Institution it owes a duty to 
the public and that when it grants its degree to a student in Medicine, 
it certifies that he possesses the training ard skill which a diploma 
of this University has hitherto guaranteed. 

at the reauest of the Department of Militia and Defence, and at 
great persongl sacrifice, the Faculty has established a Summer Session 
to meet the needs of students whose course of study vas interrupted 
by the war, and also of those who desire to serve their country abroad 


in @ medical capacity, 


